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COSI 167A 
Advanced Data Systems

Introduction to LSM-Trees

https://ssd-brandeis.github.io/COSI-167A/

https://ssd-brandeis.github.io/COSI-167A/


Class logistics
and administrivia 

The second technical question is now available on the class 
website (due before the class on Sep 17).

Deadline is at 12:45 PM for all technical questions and reviews!

Start working on Project 1 (deadline Sep 20).



Today in COSI 167A
What’s on the cards?

introduction to LSM-trees

NoSQL & key-value stores 



The evolving landscape of data systems
Evolution in the world of data systems is FAST!

growing 
data size

new 
hardware

heterogeneous 
applications

new performance 
goals
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The evolving landscape of data systems
Evolution in the world of data systems is FAST!

growing 
data size

new 
hardware

heterogeneous 
applications

new performance 
goals

The need for tailored data systems!

One size does not fit all!



The birth of NoSQL
A 2000’s child

Not only SQL
steep competition to the relational market 

since early 2000’s 

this is where we will spend our time!



Relational vs. NoSQL
The new uprising!

tables with rows & columns

relational systems NoSQL systems 
unstructured documents or files

well-defined schema schema-less

data model fits data rather than 
functionality

data is stored in an application-
friendly way

deduplication possible duplication

$120B $60B based on a table from http://readwrite.com



Classification of NoSQL systems
The different types

1 Key-value stores

2 Document stores

3 Column stores

Graph stores4

stores data as key-value pairs

stores data in document format (JSON, XML, YAML, etc.)

stores each attribute in a separate column

stores data in form of edges and vertices



Classification of NoSQL systems
The different types

Key-value stores Document stores

Graph storesColumn stores



key-value pairs 

key value

Key-value stores
The most popular type of NoSQL store



key-value pairs 
key value

How general are key-value stores?
The most popular type of NoSQL store

Thought Experiment 1
Can we store relational data in KVstores?

Yes!



key-value pairs 

How general are key-value stores?
The most popular type of NoSQL store

Thought Experiment 1
Can we store relational data in KVstores?

value

RID timestamp name department location

key

Yes!



key-value pairs 

How general are key-value stores?
The most popular type of NoSQL store

Thought Experiment 2
How to have an index on name?

value

RID timestamp name department location

key

index: { name, { RID } }
index: { name, { RID1, RID2, … } }



Key-value API
read, writes, and deletes

put(k,v)insert:
get(k) = {v1,v2,…}
get_set(k1,k2,…) = {v1,v2,…}

get(k) = {v}PQ:

get_range(kmin,kmax) = {v1,v2,…}RQ: full_scan() = {v1,v2,…}

count(kmin,kmax) = ccount:

any other 
operations?

delete(kmin,kmax)delete(k)delete:

update(k,vnew)update: not very different from put



fixed entry size

variable entry size

Storing variable-size entries
When entries are heterogeneous!

how to access variable-length entries?
use offsets in page header

use pointers to values



Storing variable-size entries
When entries are heterogeneous!

use pointers to values

poor range queries
loss of locality

packed storage for keys
compiler-friendly 
values need not be sorted 

increased code complexity
any limitations?



Data structures for key-value stores
The underlying infrastructure

data structure: B+-tree
LSM-tree
B -treeϵ

Hash-based structures

Thought Experiment 3
Which data structure to use for store data in key-value stores?



Log-Structured Merge-tree



-treeLSM



-treeLSM
1996

Patrick O’Neil, UMass Boston 
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2006 2007 2010 2011 2013 2024



2006 2007 2010 2011 2013 2024

-treeLSM

1996

O’Neil et al.
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time-series



-treeLSM

2024relational

NoSQL

time-series



fast ingestion 

Why LSM?
What’s the hype all about?



fast ingestion competitive reads 

Why LSM?
What’s the hype all about?
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Why LSM?
What’s the hype all about?



D

tunable read-write 
performance 

good space 
utilization 

fast writes 

Why LSM?
What’s the hype all about?
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D tunable read-write 
performance 

good space 
utilization 

fast writes 

Research trend
LSMs everywhere!



LSM basics
How do they look?



level 4 

level 1 

level 2 

level 3 

buffer 

size ratio: T

Great! But, how does it work?

LSM basics
How do they look?



Design principles
How do they work?

immutable files on 
storage

periodic 
compaction

buffering 
ingestion 



buffer 

Buffering ingestion
put(2)
put(6)
put(1)



buffer 2

put(6)
put(1)
put(4)

Buffering ingestion



buffer 2 6

put(1)
put(4)
put(6)

Buffering ingestion



buffer 2 6 1

put(4)
Buffering ingestion



buffer 2 6 1 4

Buffering ingestion



buffer 1 2 4 6

Buffering ingestion



buffer 1 2 4 6

Buffering ingestion



buffer 1 2 4 6

Buffering ingestion



buffer 

Buffering ingestion

1 2 4 6level 1 

low ingestion cost
fast temporal reads 

flush



buffer 

1 2 4 6level 1 

Immutable files on storage

compact storage 
good ingestion throughput

no changes can be made 
to data once it’s on disk 

Thought Experiment 4
But how do we update data?

Out of place updates!



buffer 

1 2 4 6level 1 



buffer 

1 2 4 6level 1 

put(6)



buffer 

1 2 4 6level 1 

6

logically 
invalidated



3 6 8 9buffer 

1 2 4 6level 1 



3 6 8 9buffer 

1 2 4 6level 1 



buffer 3 6 8 9

1 2 4 6level 1 



3 6 8 9

buffer 

1 2 4 6level 1 

Out-of-place updates

fast updates 
space amplification 

Thought Experiment 5
But how do we reduce space amplification?

Merge sorted runs!



buffer 

level 1 3 6 8 91 2 4 6



buffer 

level 1 1 2 3 4 6 8 9
compaction



buffer 

level 1 

level 4 

level 2 

level 3 
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level 4 

level 2 

level 3 
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level 1 
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level 3 
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level 1 

level 4 
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buffer 

level 1 

level 4 

level 2 

level 3 



buffer 

level 1 

level 4 

level 2 

level 3 



buffer 

level 1 

level 4 

level 2 

level 3 



level 4 

buffer 

level 2 

level 3 

level 1 

: pages in bufferP
<latexit sha1_base64="kXJOtC0Q+7S8drNnPDQp6Ty5n8I=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgMxFL1TX7W+qi7dBIvgqszUgi4Lbly2YB/QDpJJ77SxmcyQZIQy9AvcuFDErZ/kzr8xbWehrQcCh3POJfeeIBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fiko+NUMWyzWMSqF1CNgktsG24E9hKFNAoEdoPJ7dzvPqHSPJb3ZpqgH9GR5CFn1Fip1XwoV9yquwBZJ15OKpDD5r8Gw5ilEUrDBNW677mJ8TOqDGcCZ6 VBqjGhbEJH2LdU0gi1ny0WnZELqwxJGCv7pCEL9fdERiOtp1FgkxE1Y73qzcX/vH5qwhs/4zJJDUq2/ChMBTExmV9NhlwhM2JqCWWK210JG1NFmbHdlGwJ3urJ66RTq3pX1VqrXmk08jqKcAbncAkeXEMD7qAJbWCA8Ayv8OY8Oi/Ou/OxjBacfOYU/sD5/AGqTYzW</latexit>

: entries/pageB
<latexit sha1_base64="mxAirIotijmauiCEBBqGklzDcEk=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mqoMeiF48t2FpoQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgpr6xubW8Xt0s7u3v5B+fCoreNUMWyxWMSqE1CNgktsGW4EdhKFNAoEPgTj25n/8IRK81jem0mCfkSHkoecUWOl5k2/XHGr7hxklXg5qUCORr/81RvELI1QGiao1l3PTYyfUWU4Ez gt9VKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP1sfuiUnFllQMJY2ZKGzNXfExmNtJ5Ege2MqBnpZW8m/ud1UxNe+xmXSWpQssWiMBXExGT2NRlwhcyIiSWUKW5vJWxEFWXGZlOyIXjLL6+Sdq3qXVRrzctKvZ7HUYQTOIVz8OAK6nAHDWgBA4RneIU359F5cd6dj0VrwclnjuEPnM8flRWMyA==</latexit>

: #levels L
<latexit sha1_base64="b4yaNqEsiUf6kUcRaHNyy4jRZ4A=">AAAB6HicbVA9SwNBEJ2LXzF+RS1tFoNgFe6ioGXAxsIiARMDyRH2NnPJmr29Y3dPCEd+gY2FIrb+JDv/jZvkCk18MPB4b4aZeUEiuDau++0U1tY3NreK26Wd3b39g/LhUVvHqWLYYrGIVSegGgWX2DLcCOwkCmkUCHwIxjcz/+EJleaxvDeTBP2IDiUPOaPGSs27frniVt05yCrxclKBHI1++as3iFkaoTRMUK27npsYP6PKcC ZwWuqlGhPKxnSIXUsljVD72fzQKTmzyoCEsbIlDZmrvycyGmk9iQLbGVEz0sveTPzP66YmvPYzLpPUoGSLRWEqiInJ7Gsy4AqZERNLKFPc3krYiCrKjM2mZEPwll9eJe1a1buo1pqXlXo9j6MIJ3AK5+DBFdThFhrQAgYIz/AKb86j8+K8Ox+L1oKTzxzDHzifP6Q9jNI=</latexit>

: size ratioT
<latexit sha1_base64="SLHnCyxAtuYZIE/CwqAS9gT2cZA=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ34WetX1aOXxSJ4KkkV9Fjw4rGFfkEbymY7adduNmF3I5TQX+DFgyJe/Une/Ddu2xy09cHA470ZZuYFieDauO63s7G5tb2zW9gr7h8cHh2XTk7bOk4VwxaLRay6AdUouMSW4UZgN1FIo0BgJ5jcz/3OEyrNY9k00wT9iI4kDzmjxkqN5qBUdivuAmSdeDkpQ476oPTVH8YsjVAaJqjWPc9NjJ9RZTgTOC v2U40JZRM6wp6lkkao/Wxx6IxcWmVIwljZkoYs1N8TGY20nkaB7YyoGetVby7+5/VSE975GZdJalCy5aIwFcTEZP41GXKFzIipJZQpbm8lbEwVZcZmU7QheKsvr5N2teJdV6qNm3KtlsdRgHO4gCvw4BZq8AB1aAEDhGd4hTfn0Xlx3p2PZeuGk8+cwR84nz+wXYza</latexit>

capacity 
(entries)

P ·B · T
<latexit sha1_base64="AxMufVbj8t0P7+nmBmxaEneiaBs=">AAAB+HicbVDLSgMxFM34rPXRUZdugkVwVWaqoMuiG1dSoS9oh5LJZNrQTDIkd4Ra+iVuXCji1k9x59+YtrPQ1gOXezjnXnJzwlRwA5737aytb2xubRd2irt7+wcl9/CoZVSmKWtSJZTuhMQwwSVrAgfBOqlmJAkFa4ej25nffmTacCUbME5ZkJCB5DGnBKzUd0v1Ho0U4JtFa/Tdslfx5sCrxM9JGeWo992vXqRoljAJVBBjur6XQjAhGjgVbFrsZYalhI7IgHUtlSRhJpjMD5/iM6tEOFbalgQ8V39vTEhizDgJ7WRCYGiWvZn4n9fNIL4OJlymGTBJFw/FmcCg8CwFHHHNKIixJYRqbm/FdEg0oWCzKtoQ/OUvr5JWteJfVKoPl+XafR5HAZ2gU3SOfHSFaugO1VETUZShZ/SK3pwn58V5dz4Wo2tOvnOM/sD5/AG3tJKD</latexit>

P ·B · T 2
<latexit sha1_base64="AYbL/UclSUQLfF0kTPgG8k7scAk=">AAAB+nicbVDLSsNAFL3xWesr1aWbwSK4KkkVdFl040oq9AVtLJPJpB06yYSZiVJiP8WNC0Xc+iXu/BunbRbaeuByD+fcy9w5fsKZ0o7zba2srq1vbBa2its7u3v7dumgpUQqCW0SwYXs+FhRzmLa1Exz2kkkxZHPadsfXU/99gOViom4occJ9SI8iFnICNZG6tuleo8EQqOreWvcV/t22ak4M6Bl4uakDDnqffurFwiSRjTWhGOluq6TaC/DUjPC6aTYSxVNMBnhAe0aGuOIKi+bnT5BJ0YJUCikqVijmfp7I8ORUuPIN5MR1kO16E3F/7xuqsNLL2Nxkmoak/lDYcqRFmiaAwqYpETzsSGYSGZuRWSIJSbapFU0IbiLX14mrWrFPatU787Ltds8jgIcwTGcggsXUIMbqEMTCDzCM7zCm/VkvVjv1sd8dMXKdw7hD6zPH+cFkyc=</latexit>

P ·B · T 3
<latexit sha1_base64="XTU6RK6b8Yn/+AArt5KmOqkKVU0=">AAAB+nicbVDLTgIxFL2DL8TXoEs3jcTEFZkBE10S3bgymPBKYCSdTgcaOp1J29EQ5FPcuNAYt36JO//GArNQ8CQ39+Sce9Pb4yecKe0431ZubX1jcyu/XdjZ3ds/sIuHLRWnktAmiXksOz5WlDNBm5ppTjuJpDjyOW37o+uZ336gUrFYNPQ4oV6EB4KFjGBtpL5drPdIEGt0tWiN+2rfLjllZw60StyMlCBDvW9/9YKYpBEVmnCsVNd1Eu1NsNSMcDot9FJFE0xGeEC7hgocUeVN5qdP0alRAhTG0pTQaK7+3pjgSKlx5JvJCOuhWvZm4n9eN9XhpTdhIkk1FWTxUJhypGM0ywEFTFKi+dgQTCQztyIyxBITbdIqmBDc5S+vklal7FbLlbvzUu02iyMPx3ACZ+DCBdTgBurQBAKP8Ayv8GY9WS/Wu/WxGM1Z2c4R/IH1+QPoiZMo</latexit>

P ·B · T 4
<latexit sha1_base64="QRCrRsNcUfqZGVndC3b7pz0e24s=">AAAB+nicbVDLTgIxFL2DL8TXoEs3jcTEFZlBEl0S3bgymPBKYCSdTgcaOp1J29EQ5FPcuNAYt36JO//GArNQ8CQ39+Sce9Pb4yecKe0431ZubX1jcyu/XdjZ3ds/sIuHLRWnktAmiXksOz5WlDNBm5ppTjuJpDjyOW37o+uZ336gUrFYNPQ4oV6EB4KFjGBtpL5drPdIEGt0tWiN+2rfLjllZw60StyMlCBDvW9/9YKYpBEVmnCsVNd1Eu1NsNSMcDot9FJFE0xGeEC7hgocUeVN5qdP0alRAhTG0pTQaK7+3pjgSKlx5JvJCOuhWvZm4n9eN9XhpTdhIkk1FWTxUJhypGM0ywEFTFKi+dgQTCQztyIyxBITbdIqmBDc5S+vklal7J6XK3fVUu02iyMPx3ACZ+DCBdTgBurQBAKP8Ayv8GY9WS/Wu/WxGM1Z2c4R/IH1+QPqDZMp</latexit>

P ·B · T
<latexit sha1_base64="AxMufVbj8t0P7+nmBmxaEneiaBs=">AAAB+HicbVDLSgMxFM34rPXRUZdugkVwVWaqoMuiG1dSoS9oh5LJZNrQTDIkd4Ra+iVuXCji1k9x59+YtrPQ1gOXezjnXnJzwlRwA5737aytb2xubRd2irt7+wcl9/CoZVSmKWtSJZTuhMQwwSVrAgfBOqlmJAkFa4ej25nffmTacCUbME5ZkJCB5DGnBKzUd0v1Ho0U4JtFa/Tdslfx5sCrxM9JGeWo992vXqRoljAJVBBjur6XQjAhGjgVbFrsZYalhI7IgHUtlSRhJpjMD5/iM6tEOFbalgQ8V39vTEhizDgJ7WRCYGiWvZn4n9fNIL4OJlymGTBJFw/FmcCg8CwFHHHNKIixJYRqbm/FdEg0oWCzKtoQ/OUvr5JWteJfVKoPl+XafR5HAZ2gU3SOfHSFaugO1VETUZShZ/SK3pwn58V5dz4Wo2tOvnOM/sD5/AG3tJKD</latexit>

How about queries?



L1 

L3 

L2 buffer 

get(7)

7

: pages in bufferP
<latexit sha1_base64="kXJOtC0Q+7S8drNnPDQp6Ty5n8I=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgMxFL1TX7W+qi7dBIvgqszUgi4Lbly2YB/QDpJJ77SxmcyQZIQy9AvcuFDErZ/kzr8xbWehrQcCh3POJfeeIBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fiko+NUMWyzWMSqF1CNgktsG24E9hKFNAoEdoPJ7dzvPqHSPJb3ZpqgH9GR5CFn1Fip1XwoV9yquwBZJ15OKpDD5r8Gw5ilEUrDBNW677mJ8TOqDGcCZ6 VBqjGhbEJH2LdU0gi1ny0WnZELqwxJGCv7pCEL9fdERiOtp1FgkxE1Y73qzcX/vH5qwhs/4zJJDUq2/ChMBTExmV9NhlwhM2JqCWWK210JG1NFmbHdlGwJ3urJ66RTq3pX1VqrXmk08jqKcAbncAkeXEMD7qAJbWCA8Ayv8OY8Oi/Ou/OxjBacfOYU/sD5/AGqTYzW</latexit>

: entries/pageB
<latexit sha1_base64="mxAirIotijmauiCEBBqGklzDcEk=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mqoMeiF48t2FpoQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgpr6xubW8Xt0s7u3v5B+fCoreNUMWyxWMSqE1CNgktsGW4EdhKFNAoEPgTj25n/8IRK81jem0mCfkSHkoecUWOl5k2/XHGr7hxklXg5qUCORr/81RvELI1QGiao1l3PTYyfUWU4Ez gt9VKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP1sfuiUnFllQMJY2ZKGzNXfExmNtJ5Ege2MqBnpZW8m/ud1UxNe+xmXSWpQssWiMBXExGT2NRlwhcyIiSWUKW5vJWxEFWXGZlOyIXjLL6+Sdq3qXVRrzctKvZ7HUYQTOIVz8OAK6nAHDWgBA4RneIU359F5cd6dj0VrwclnjuEPnM8flRWMyA==</latexit>

: #levels L
<latexit sha1_base64="b4yaNqEsiUf6kUcRaHNyy4jRZ4A=">AAAB6HicbVA9SwNBEJ2LXzF+RS1tFoNgFe6ioGXAxsIiARMDyRH2NnPJmr29Y3dPCEd+gY2FIrb+JDv/jZvkCk18MPB4b4aZeUEiuDau++0U1tY3NreK26Wd3b39g/LhUVvHqWLYYrGIVSegGgWX2DLcCOwkCmkUCHwIxjcz/+EJleaxvDeTBP2IDiUPOaPGSs27frniVt05yCrxclKBHI1++as3iFkaoTRMUK27npsYP6PKcC ZwWuqlGhPKxnSIXUsljVD72fzQKTmzyoCEsbIlDZmrvycyGmk9iQLbGVEz0sveTPzP66YmvPYzLpPUoGSLRWEqiInJ7Gsy4AqZERNLKFPc3krYiCrKjM2mZEPwll9eJe1a1buo1pqXlXo9j6MIJ3AK5+DBFdThFhrQAgYIz/AKb86j8+K8Ox+L1oKTzxzDHzifP6Q9jNI=</latexit>

: size ratioT
<latexit sha1_base64="SLHnCyxAtuYZIE/CwqAS9gT2cZA=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ34WetX1aOXxSJ4KkkV9Fjw4rGFfkEbymY7adduNmF3I5TQX+DFgyJe/Une/Ddu2xy09cHA470ZZuYFieDauO63s7G5tb2zW9gr7h8cHh2XTk7bOk4VwxaLRay6AdUouMSW4UZgN1FIo0BgJ5jcz/3OEyrNY9k00wT9iI4kDzmjxkqN5qBUdivuAmSdeDkpQ476oPTVH8YsjVAaJqjWPc9NjJ9RZTgTOC v2U40JZRM6wp6lkkao/Wxx6IxcWmVIwljZkoYs1N8TGY20nkaB7YyoGetVby7+5/VSE975GZdJalCy5aIwFcTEZP41GXKFzIipJZQpbm8lbEwVZcZmU7QheKsvr5N2teJdV6qNm3KtlsdRgHO4gCvw4BZq8AB1aAEDhGd4hTfn0Xlx3p2PZeuGk8+cwR84nz+wXYza</latexit>

: #entriesN
<latexit sha1_base64="TAIL0DmqaJ4hbEEdPJVrqUCa7ZI=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mqoMeCF0/Sgq2FNpTNdtKu3WzC7kYoob/AiwdFvPqTvPlv3LY5aOuDgcd7M8zMCxLBtXHdb6ewtr6xuVXcLu3s7u0flA+P2jpOFcMWi0WsOgHVKLjEluFGYCdRSKNA4EMwvpn5D0+oNI/lvZkk6Ed0KHnIGTVWat71yxW36s5BVomXkwrkaPTLX71BzNIIpWGCat313MT4GVWGM4 HTUi/VmFA2pkPsWipphNrP5odOyZlVBiSMlS1pyFz9PZHRSOtJFNjOiJqRXvZm4n9eNzXhtZ9xmaQGJVssClNBTExmX5MBV8iMmFhCmeL2VsJGVFFmbDYlG4K3/PIqadeq3kW11rys1Ot5HEU4gVM4Bw+uoA630IAWMEB4hld4cx6dF+fd+Vi0Fpx85hj+wPn8AadFjNQ=</latexit>

L4 



L2 

L4 

L3 

L1 

fence  
pointers  

buffer 

get(7)

7

: pages in bufferP
<latexit sha1_base64="kXJOtC0Q+7S8drNnPDQp6Ty5n8I=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgMxFL1TX7W+qi7dBIvgqszUgi4Lbly2YB/QDpJJ77SxmcyQZIQy9AvcuFDErZ/kzr8xbWehrQcCh3POJfeeIBFcG9f9dgobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fiko+NUMWyzWMSqF1CNgktsG24E9hKFNAoEdoPJ7dzvPqHSPJb3ZpqgH9GR5CFn1Fip1XwoV9yquwBZJ15OKpDD5r8Gw5ilEUrDBNW677mJ8TOqDGcCZ6 VBqjGhbEJH2LdU0gi1ny0WnZELqwxJGCv7pCEL9fdERiOtp1FgkxE1Y73qzcX/vH5qwhs/4zJJDUq2/ChMBTExmV9NhlwhM2JqCWWK210JG1NFmbHdlGwJ3urJ66RTq3pX1VqrXmk08jqKcAbncAkeXEMD7qAJbWCA8Ayv8OY8Oi/Ou/OxjBacfOYU/sD5/AGqTYzW</latexit>

: entries/pageB
<latexit sha1_base64="mxAirIotijmauiCEBBqGklzDcEk=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mqoMeiF48t2FpoQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgpr6xubW8Xt0s7u3v5B+fCoreNUMWyxWMSqE1CNgktsGW4EdhKFNAoEPgTj25n/8IRK81jem0mCfkSHkoecUWOl5k2/XHGr7hxklXg5qUCORr/81RvELI1QGiao1l3PTYyfUWU4Ez gt9VKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP1sfuiUnFllQMJY2ZKGzNXfExmNtJ5Ege2MqBnpZW8m/ud1UxNe+xmXSWpQssWiMBXExGT2NRlwhcyIiSWUKW5vJWxEFWXGZlOyIXjLL6+Sdq3qXVRrzctKvZ7HUYQTOIVz8OAK6nAHDWgBA4RneIU359F5cd6dj0VrwclnjuEPnM8flRWMyA==</latexit>

: #levels L
<latexit sha1_base64="b4yaNqEsiUf6kUcRaHNyy4jRZ4A=">AAAB6HicbVA9SwNBEJ2LXzF+RS1tFoNgFe6ioGXAxsIiARMDyRH2NnPJmr29Y3dPCEd+gY2FIrb+JDv/jZvkCk18MPB4b4aZeUEiuDau++0U1tY3NreK26Wd3b39g/LhUVvHqWLYYrGIVSegGgWX2DLcCOwkCmkUCHwIxjcz/+EJleaxvDeTBP2IDiUPOaPGSs27frniVt05yCrxclKBHI1++as3iFkaoTRMUK27npsYP6PKcC ZwWuqlGhPKxnSIXUsljVD72fzQKTmzyoCEsbIlDZmrvycyGmk9iQLbGVEz0sveTPzP66YmvPYzLpPUoGSLRWEqiInJ7Gsy4AqZERNLKFPc3krYiCrKjM2mZEPwll9eJe1a1buo1pqXlXo9j6MIJ3AK5+DBFdThFhrQAgYIz/AKb86j8+K8Ox+L1oKTzxzDHzifP6Q9jNI=</latexit>

: size ratioT
<latexit sha1_base64="SLHnCyxAtuYZIE/CwqAS9gT2cZA=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ34WetX1aOXxSJ4KkkV9Fjw4rGFfkEbymY7adduNmF3I5TQX+DFgyJe/Une/Ddu2xy09cHA470ZZuYFieDauO63s7G5tb2zW9gr7h8cHh2XTk7bOk4VwxaLRay6AdUouMSW4UZgN1FIo0BgJ5jcz/3OEyrNY9k00wT9iI4kDzmjxkqN5qBUdivuAmSdeDkpQ476oPTVH8YsjVAaJqjWPc9NjJ9RZTgTOC v2U40JZRM6wp6lkkao/Wxx6IxcWmVIwljZkoYs1N8TGY20nkaB7YyoGetVby7+5/VSE975GZdJalCy5aIwFcTEZP41GXKFzIipJZQpbm8lbEwVZcZmU7QheKsvr5N2teJdV6qNm3KtlsdRgHO4gCvw4BZq8AB1aAEDhGd4hTfn0Xlx3p2PZeuGk8+cwR84nz+wXYza</latexit>

: #entriesN
<latexit sha1_base64="TAIL0DmqaJ4hbEEdPJVrqUCa7ZI=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mqoMeCF0/Sgq2FNpTNdtKu3WzC7kYoob/AiwdFvPqTvPlv3LY5aOuDgcd7M8zMCxLBtXHdb6ewtr6xuVXcLu3s7u0flA+P2jpOFcMWi0WsOgHVKLjEluFGYCdRSKNA4EMwvpn5D0+oNI/lvZkk6Ed0KHnIGTVWat71yxW36s5BVomXkwrkaPTLX71BzNIIpWGCat313MT4GVWGM4 HTUi/VmFA2pkPsWipphNrP5odOyZlVBiSMlS1pyFz9PZHRSOtJFNjOiJqRXvZm4n9eNzXhtZ9xmaQGJVssClNBTExmX5MBV8iMmFhCmeL2VsJGVFFmbDYlG4K3/PIqadeq3kW11rys1Ot5HEU4gVM4Bw+uoA630IAWMEB4hld4cx6dF+fd+Vi0Fpx85hj+wPn8AadFjNQ=</latexit>

Can we do better?



most data  
on storage



most data  
on storage
T = 10

<latexit sha1_base64="KaZXMkfD+CF2O3gp8YFzQnSLPug=">AAAB63icbVBNSwMxEJ2tX7V+VT16CRbBU9mtBb0IBS+Clwr9gnYp2TTbhibZJckKZelf8OJBEa/+IW/+G7PtHrT1wcDjvRlm5gUxZ9q47rdT2Njc2t4p7pb29g8Oj8rHJx0dJYrQNol4pHoB1pQzSduGGU57saJYBJx2g+ld5nefqNIski0zi6kv8FiykBFsMql167nDcsWtugugdeLlpAI5msPy12AUkURQaQjHWvc9NzZ+ipVhhNN5aZBoGmMyxWPat1RiQbWfLm6dowurjFAYKVvSoIX6eyLFQuuZCGynwGaiV71M/M/rJya88VMm48RQSZaLwoQjE6HscTRiihLDZ5Zgopi9FZEJVpgYG0/JhuCtvrxOOrWqd1WtPdYrjYc8jiKcwTlcggfX0IB7aEIbCEzgGV7hzRHOi/PufCxbC04+cwp/4Hz+ABObjaE=</latexit>

L = 4
<latexit sha1_base64="47y5ExdQ6SG82ETKGdgYw2XwPxQ=">AAAB6nicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBA8hd0Y0IsQ8CLoIaJ5QLKE2UlvMmR2dpmZFULIJ3jxoIhXv8ibf+Mk2YMmFjQUVd10dwWJ4Nq47rezsrq2vrGZ28pv7+zu7RcODhs6ThXDOotFrFoB1Si4xLrhRmArUUijQGAzGF5P/eYTKs1j+WhGCfoR7UseckaNlR7urirdQtEtuTOQZeJlpAgZat3CV6cXszRCaZigWrc9NzH+mCrDmcBJvpNqTCgb0j62LZU0Qu2PZ6dOyKlVeiSMlS1pyEz9PTGmkdajKLCdETUDvehNxf+8dmrCS3/MZZIalGy+KEwFMTGZ/k16XCEzYmQJZYrbWwkbUEWZsenkbQje4svLpFEueeel8n2lWL3N4sjBMZzAGXhwAVW4gRrUgUEfnuEV3hzhvDjvzse8dcXJZo7gD5zPH51+jWI=</latexit>if &

99.9% on storage

: #levels L
<latexit sha1_base64="b4yaNqEsiUf6kUcRaHNyy4jRZ4A=">AAAB6HicbVA9SwNBEJ2LXzF+RS1tFoNgFe6ioGXAxsIiARMDyRH2NnPJmr29Y3dPCEd+gY2FIrb+JDv/jZvkCk18MPB4b4aZeUEiuDau++0U1tY3NreK26Wd3b39g/LhUVvHqWLYYrGIVSegGgWX2DLcCOwkCmkUCHwIxjcz/+EJleaxvDeTBP2IDiUPOaPGSs27frniVt05yCrxclKBHI1++as3iFkaoTRMUK27npsYP6PKcC ZwWuqlGhPKxnSIXUsljVD72fzQKTmzyoCEsbIlDZmrvycyGmk9iQLbGVEz0sveTPzP66YmvPYzLpPUoGSLRWEqiInJ7Gsy4AqZERNLKFPc3krYiCrKjM2mZEPwll9eJe1a1buo1pqXlXo9j6MIJ3AK5+DBFdThFhrQAgYIz/AKb86j8+K8Ox+L1oKTzxzDHzifP6Q9jNI=</latexit>

: size ratioT
<latexit sha1_base64="SLHnCyxAtuYZIE/CwqAS9gT2cZA=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ34WetX1aOXxSJ4KkkV9Fjw4rGFfkEbymY7adduNmF3I5TQX+DFgyJe/Une/Ddu2xy09cHA470ZZuYFieDauO63s7G5tb2zW9gr7h8cHh2XTk7bOk4VwxaLRay6AdUouMSW4UZgN1FIo0BgJ5jcz/3OEyrNY9k00wT9iI4kDzmjxkqN5qBUdivuAmSdeDkpQ476oPTVH8YsjVAaJqjWPc9NjJ9RZTgTOC v2U40JZRM6wp6lkkao/Wxx6IxcWmVIwljZkoYs1N8TGY20nkaB7YyoGetVby7+5/VSE975GZdJalCy5aIwFcTEZP41GXKFzIipJZQpbm8lbEwVZcZmU7QheKsvr5N2teJdV6qNm3KtlsdRgHO4gCvw4BZq8AB1aAEDhGd4hTfn0Xlx3p2PZeuGk8+cwR84nz+wXYza</latexit>

How does the storage layer affect ingestion?



Data Layout

levelingClassical LSM design:
[eager merging]
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Data Layout
leveling [eager]

1 run  
per level

tiering [lazy]

T runs  
per level

good read performance 
good space amplification 
high write amplification good ingestion performance

poor space amplification 
poor read performance 



leveling tiering

hybrid designs

Data Layout

read 
optimized 

write 
optimized 



D

tunable read-write 
performance 

good space 
utilization 

fast writes 

Summary
Understanding the hype!



More on LSMs

Next time in COSI 167A

Queries in LSM-trees

Cost analysis



Class 5

Prof. Subhadeep Sarkar         
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COSI 167A 
Advanced Data Systems

Introduction to LSM-Trees

https://ssd-brandeis.github.io/COSI-167A/

https://ssd-brandeis.github.io/COSI-167A/

